
Sociology - Curriculum Map 2021-22

Year 12- Teacher 1 Year 12 Teacher 2 Year 13- Teacher 1 Year 13- Teacher 2

Over-
view

Teacher 1 will focus on Paper 1 in Year 12
after teaching a brief introduction to the
course and the assessment objectives.

Paper 1 including education and methods
in context as per the AQA Sociology
Specification.

Tacher 2 will start by covering the Paper
2 content linked to families and
Households as per the AQA Sociology
Specification.

Teacher 2 will then go onto cover
research methods which can appear on
Paper 1 and 3 in A level Sociology

Teacher 1 will start with the Crime and
Deviance section which appears on
Paper 3.

Teacher 1 will then go on to look at
Theory and Methods which can appear
on Paper 1 and Paper 3

Both of these areas have been mapped
out clearly against the AQA guidance

Teacher 2 will focus on the beliefs elements
of paper 2 at the start of Year 13 . This will
follow the AQA guidance and allow
students to learn all the relevant content
for the exam

Teacher 2 will use 1 lesson per week in Year
13- This will be decided on a half termly
basis based on students reflective
specification tracker

Half
Term 1

Teacher 1
Introduction to Sociology -
comprehensive introduction to key
concepts underpinning sociology

This links clearly to the key assessment
objectives which are embedded whilst the
students are taught the below content:
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of: • sociological theories,
concepts and evidence • sociological
research methods •
AO2: Apply sociological theories, concepts,
evidence and research methods to a range
of issues •
AO3: Analyse and evaluate sociological
theories, concepts, evidence and research
methods in order to: • present arguments •
make judgements • draw conclusions.

Education
Trends of achievement for social class:
internal and external factors

Teacher 2 - Families and Households
Is the family universal?
Domestic division of labour
Are couples becoming more equal?
Power in relationships
Childhood and the social position of
children
Functionalist views

Teacher 1 - Crime and Deviance
Sociological perspectives of crime -
functionalist, interactionist, Marxist,
realist and alternatives (eg control
theory, postmodernism)

Teacher 2 - Beliefs
Defining religion
Functionalist views, civil religion
Marxist views
Feminism



Half
Term 2

Teacher 1 - Education
Trends of achievement for gender and
ethnicity - internal and external factors for
each

Teacher 2 - Families and Households
Marxist, feminist and PLP views of the
family
Demography - births and deaths

Teacher 1 - Crime and Deviance
Measuring crime - official crime
statistics, victim surveys, self-report
studies

Explaining gender differences in crime
rates
Explaining ethnic differences in crime
rates (social construction v. ‘real’
differences)
Media and crime

Teacher 2 - Beliefs
Religion as a conservative force v. force for
change
Secularisation

Half
Term 3

Teacher 1 - Education
Theories of the role of education -
concentrating functionalist, Marxist and
New Right views,

Brief history of education in Britain

Teacher 2 - Families and Households
Demography - ageing population,
migration and globalisation
Changing patterns - divorce,
partnerships, parents/children, family
diversity

Teacher 1 - Crime and Deviance
Globalisation, green crime and state
crime
Crime, control and the justice system

Teacher 2 - Beliefs
The religious revival?
Postmodern views of religion
Religious market theory, existential security
theory

Half
Term 4

Teacher 1 - Education
Policies - some understanding of the
tripartite system, comprehensivisation,
marketisation, privatisation (including New
Right views)

Revision of the whole of the Education unit
and revision

Teacher 2 - Families and Households
Personal Life Perspective
Social policy

Teacher 1 - Theory & Methods
Functionalism
Marxism
Feminism

Teacher 2 - Beliefs
Globalisation and religion -
fundamentalism, religion and development
Religious organisations - church,
denomination, sect, cult, NRMs, new age
Religion and social groups - class, age

Half
Term 5

Teacher 1 - Methods in the Context of
Studying Education
Applying understanding of research
methods to the study of education
Practical application - students undertake
social research

Teacher 2 - Research Methods
Theoretical issues: Primary/secondary,
quantitative/qualitative data;
validity/reliability
Ethical issues
Practical issues
Understanding the main methods of
social research - survey, observation,
documents,

Teacher 1 - Theory & Methods
Social action theory
Postmodernity and postmodernism
Can/should sociology be a science?
Values and sociology
Sociology and social policy

Teacher 2 - Beliefs
Religion and social groups - gender,
ethnicity
Science and ideology

Half
Term 6

Revision and preparation for end of year exams
Introduction to Y13 sociology - start Crime & Deviance - social order and social control,
contemporary examples

Study leave-

SMSC Sociology offers an excellent opportunity to study contemporary issues from an academic, critical approach. We routinely challenge prejudice with sociological evidence. For
example, racist prejudice is challenged when studying ethnic differences in educational attainment in year 12, fundamentalism is studied in depth during the Y13 topic of



Beliefs. Homophobic prejudice would be challenged when studying family diversity in Y12 etc.

We study ethical issues as a substantial topic within research methods which has a strong moral focus. Students learn the importance of not causing harm, respecting privacy
etc.

CIAG Careers linked to A level Sociology: Research, Social Work, Human Relations, Teaching/Lecturing, Police, Solicitor, Barrister,

Future
learning

Various links to sociology degrees E.g. Sociology BA (Hons) – core module ‘Introduction to Social Policy’. In addition, the whole course is useful for students intending to pursue
careers in education, social policy and related fields.


