
Drama - Curriculum Map 2021-22

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

Over-
view Students will be

introduced to the
concepts of
performance skills
by studying
different genres
such as naturalism
and melodrama.
They will learn the
basic terminology of
theatre.

Students are taught
Drama once every
two weeks

Homework will
focus on keywords

Assessment is on
performance only

*Taught by 3
members of staff

Students will continue
to develop their
knowledge of theatre
and performance skills
with a focus on creating
performances and
understanding how
performances are
made.

They will build on
previous skills learned
in Year 7 using subject
specific terminology.

Students are taught
Drama once every two
weeks

Homework will focus on
watching examples of
live theatre online

Assessment is on
performance and
devising

*Taught by 3 members
of staff

Students will prepare for
KS4 Drama by looking
at different genres of
performance and
recognising their
defining features. They
will continue to develop
subject specific
terminology and analyse
live theatre.

Students are taught
Drama once a week

Homework will focus on
evaluations of own and
others work as well as
watching examples of
live theatre

Assessment is on
performance, devising
and evaluation.

*Taught by two
members of staff

Btec Performing Arts
Tech award
The course is based
around three main
components:

● Explore, C1
(30%)

● Develop, C2
(30%)

● Apply, C3
(40%)

Students have three
hours of lessons per
week.

In Y10 C1 is completed
by Christmas and C2 by
the end of the year.

Btec Performing Arts
Tech award
The course is based around
three main components:

● Explore, C1
(30%)

● Develop, C2
(30%)

● Apply, C3
(40%)

Students have three hours
of lessons per week.

In Y11 terms 1 and 2 are
spent exploring C3,
resulting in a mock exam
with feedback. The
externally assessed exam
in is completed in May

BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate in
Performing Arts

The Extended Certificate is
for learners who are
interested in learning
about the performing arts
sector alongside other
fields of study, with a view
to progressing to a wide
range of higher education
courses, not necessarily
just performing arts

BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate in
Performing Arts

The Extended Certificate is
for learners who are
interested in learning
about the performing arts
sector alongside other
fields of study, with a view
to progressing to a wide
range of higher education
courses, not necessarily
just performing arts



Half
Term 1

Intro to Drama-
Harry Potter

Explore

Learn basic
performance
strategies- still
image, thought
tracking, flashback
etc. Students will
have the
opportunity to
explore these in
both scripted and
devised work

Stage fighting

Explore

Students will explore
the basics of stage
combat, in carefully
choreographed scenes.
They will have the
opportunity to develop
their work to
incorporate a simple
script looking at tension
and link stage combat
to the genre of
westerns.

Stereotypes in texts

Explore
Develop

Students will explore
what a stereotype is,
why they are seen in
film and onstage and
look at how stereotypes
are presented
dramatically. They will
study extracts from
texts by well known
playwrights that present
stereotypical characters.
The focus for this
scheme will be on
building vocal, physical
and characterisation
skills.

C1- Exploring the
performing arts

Explore

Students study three
set works in different
styles looking at
practitioners and the
interrelationship
between them.  This is
practically driven but
assessed on
coursework.

C3-Responding to a Brief

Apply

Students start their mock
for Component 3. Learners
will be given the
opportunity to work as
part of a group to
contribute to a workshop
performance as either a
performer or designer in
response to a given brief
and stimulus.

Practitioner knowledge
builder

This half term students will
develop their knowledge
and understanding of
different styles, genres and
practitioners in theatre in
preparation for the units in
Btec Level 3.

Unit 3: Group
Performance Workshop-
mandatory unit

This unit provides
opportunities for learners
to draw on their individual
practical performance
skills and demonstrate an
understanding of the
methods and techniques
for creating performance
in order to contribute to
the making and realisation
of new performance
material. Learners will work
in small groups to create
an original performance
piece in response to a
stimulus provided in the
external assignment
briefing. This unit is
externally marked.

Half
Term 2

Commedia
Dell'arte

Explore
Develop

Students will learn
about the genre of
Commedia dell'arte
and physicality to
create comedy
stock characters.
Students will
explore what the
genre is and its
constituent features
and then apply
these to devised
work which focuses

Characterisation

Explore
Develop

Students will explore
how to interpret and
create characters to
develop their
characterisation skills.
Looking at extracts
from the texts Blood
Brothers, Sparkleshark
and The fourth year are
animals students will
develop knowledge of
how to create a
character both verbally
and non verbally.

Frantic Assembly

Explore
Apply

Students will learn how
to create exciting
theatre using the
techniques of Frantic
Assembly. Using the
topic of gangs, students
will use Frantic’s
building blocks for
devising to build a
narrative which explores
current topical issues
such as county lines and
gang coercion.

C1 continued

Explore

C3 mock continued

Apply

Unit 19: Acting Styles

The focus of this unit is to
develop learners’ acting
skills. It gives them the
opportunity to take part in
workshops exploring the
acting techniques and
practices of at least three
theatre practitioners
and/or theatre companies.
They also research and
analyse the key features of
each acting style. They can
then use some of the skills
they have acquired in the
rehearsal and performance
of their own practical work.
This unit is internally

Unit 3 continued



on physicality- a
building block of
any performance.

marked.

Half
Term 3

Pantomime

Explore
Develop

Students will
develop their
knowledge of genre
from the last half
term, as panto
derives from
Commedia. They
will develop skills
learnt last half term
on physicality and
explore panto
scripts and stock
characters using
comedy routines

Zombie school

Explore
Apply

Students will explore
characterisation and
performing for different
audiences using the
idea of a Zombie
apocalypse. They will
create a survival team
using stereotypes and
develop scenes which
incorporate previous
learning from the stage
fighting scheme of
learning.

DNA

Develop

Students will explore
the text DNA practically,
analysing scenes from
the text and developing
them for performance.
Students will work in
the genre of naturalism
and learn about some of
Stanislavski’s techniques

C1

Explore

Completion of
coursework

C3

Apply

Students  will be given a
brief that outlines the
performance and design
requirements and that
asks them to consider a
target audience and to
start the creative process
by using the given
stimulus included in the
brief. Working as part of a
group, students will
develop  ideas for a
workshop performance
and apply skills and
techniques to
communicate creative
intentions to an audience.

Unit 19 continued Preparation for Unit 2

Students will participate in
workshops in different
styles and appraise the
work of different
practitioners in
preparation for Unit 2.

Half
Term 4

Physical Theatre
and storytelling

Explore

Students will learn
what physical
theatre is and how
to effectively use
their bodies to
create objects in
storytelling. They
will develop their
imagination to tell
creative stories

Devising

Apply

Students will explore
the story of Rose
Blanche, a German girl
living in WW2 Germany.
Using explorative
strategies such as still
image, hot-seating,
thought tracking,
flashback, narration and
conscience alley
students will develop

Evaluating live theatre

Explore

Students will watch a
variety of live theatre in
different genres and
analyse how the piece
was made as well as its
impact on an audience
through extended
pieces of writing.

C2 - Developing Skills
and Techniques in the
Performing Arts

Develop

Work starts on
Component 2.

Learners will develop
their performing arts
skills and techniques
through the
reproduction of acting,
dance and/or musical

C3

Apply

Work continues on
component 3

Completion of Unit
19/preparation for Unit 1

Students will watch live
theatre and evaluate it, as
well as conducting initial
research into different
practitioners in preparation
for Unit 1.

Unit 2: Developing Skills
and Techniques for Live
Performance-mandatory
unit
Learners will gain
understanding of the
nature of work as a
performer and through
practical training,
explorations, workshops
and assessments, will
develop essential physical,
vocal and creative skills to
be able to realise
performance material in



which focus on
physicality using a
three part structure.

devised work in a
sensitive manner which
explores a young
person's perspective of
the War. This scheme
will cover a whole term.

theatre repertoire as
performers or designers.
Mock monologues
completed

different styles. This unit is
internally marked.

Half
Term 5

Melodrama

Explore
Apply

Building on the
understanding of
physicality in the
first two half terms
students will explore
the genre of
melodrama, looking
at exaggerated
stereotypes and
create devised
performances using
stock characters in
an exaggerated
style, focusing on
physical and vocal
skills.

Devising

Apply

Continuation of the
Rose Blanche scheme.

Issue based theatre

Explore
Develop
Apply

Students will explore
contemporary texts
(which will change each
year) which may cover
topical issues  such as
gender identity, race
and diversity. Students
will explore text extracts
and then either
re-create their own
versions of the scenes or
devise work based on
ideas from the texts.

Complete C2 Complete C3 Unit 1: Investigating
practitioner’s work-
mandatory unit

This unit focuses on
developing critical analysis
skills. It gives learners the
opportunity to undertake
research into influential
practitioners, relevant to
their interests, whose
performance work and
ideas may engage and
inspire them. This unit is
externally marked.

Continue with Unit 2

Half
Term 6

Naturalism

Explore

Students will learn
about the genre of
naturalism by
becoming part of a
spy school. They will
learn about the
basics of
Stanislavski’s system
to develop
naturalistic
performances.

Exploring arts
practitioners

Explore

Students will learn
about the roles and
responsibilities of
people working in the
PA industry, linking to
careers. Students will
also research an artist.

Practitioners

Explore
Apply

Students will learn what
a theatre practitioner is
and study at least one
influential practitioner
of theatre in preparation
for KS4 Drama and
Performing Arts.

C3 preparation

Students will watch and
appraise  a variety of
styles of live theatre in
preparation for
Component 3

Continue with Unit 1 Continue with Unit 2



SMSC Schemes cover a
range of stories
from different time
periods Character
dilemmas are
explored and
justifications given.
Students always
work in mixed
groups and a
culture of
appreciation for
each other’s work
and respect is
always fostered.

Schemes cover a range
of stories from different
time periods, for
example contemporary
texts as well as fictional
ones looking at
historical time periods.
Character dilemmas are
explored and
justifications given.
Students always work in
mixed groups and a
culture of appreciation
for each other’s work
and respect is always
fostered.

Schemes cover a range
of stories from different
time periods which
cover different issues
that young people can
relate to, for example
themes surrounding
gangs, family and
identity. Character
dilemmas are explored
and justifications given.
Students always work in
mixed groups and a
culture of appreciation
for each other’s work
and respect is always
fostered.

In KS4 students explore
themes and issues
(depending on which
set work they are
studying that year) of
texts, looking at cultural
aspects that may have
affected the writing of
that work. For example
Y10 may study Oh what
a lovely war, which not
only looks at WW1 but
also the aspects
surrounding censorship
in the 50/60s in theatre.

Y11 have to conduct
research and be aware of
current issues which may
affect the brief for C3.

Y12/13  have to be aware of
current issues in the arts
and wider news. Culturally
KS5 also study different art
movements and look at
how culture affected these.

Y12/13  have to be aware of
current issues in the arts
and wider news. Culturally
KS5 also study different art
movements and look at
how culture affected these.

CIAG A vast majority of
lessons address
transfer elements
that discuss
transferable skills
into the workplace.

A vast majority of
lessons address transfer
elements that discuss
transferable skills into
the workplace. Y8 also
have a scheme which
looks specifically at jobs
in the Arts industry

A vast majority of
lessons address transfer
elements that discuss
transferable skills into
the workplace.

Briefs given to students
reflect real life scenarios
artists work to. In
Component 1 roles and
responsibilities of arts
practitioners and
reflection on jobs within
the theatre and career
paths are discussed.

The Component 3 brief is
based on real life briefs
professional companies
work to and students have
to work in a professional
manner to a time frame
real companies would.

BTEC Level 3 provides
specialist, work-related
learning,  developed in
consultation with
employers, universities and
professional bodies. Briefs
reflect real life scenarios.

BTEC Level 3 provides
specialist, work-related
learning,  developed in
consultation with
employers, universities and
professional bodies. Briefs
reflect real life scenarios.

Future
learning

The skills Y7 learn
are the basis of all
performance, with
physicality being a
primary focus for Y7.
The physical skills
learnt are the basis
for physical theatre
techniques studied
through schemes in
Y8 and Y9. Students
also learn basic
techniques which
are used right
through to KS5.

Students are assessed
on devising as well as
performance this year, a
foundation for KS4
Performing Arts. They
will learn about stimuli
and how to create work
from it, directly linking
to Component 3 of the
Btec specification at
KS4.

Students will
experiment more with
devised work  and look
at practitioners and
their techniques,
directly linking to all
components in the Btec
specification. There will
be an emphasis on
analysing live theatre
online in preparation for
KS4 study, where
students will need
knowledge of a range of
styles of performance.

The Btec Tech Award
components allow for
progression into the
Level 3 Btec. The study
of practitioners  directly
links to Units 2 and 19 of
L3. Component 1 links
directly into Unit 1 of L3.

The Btec Tech Award
components allow for
progression into the Level
3 Btec. The study of
practitioners  directly links
to Units 2 and 19 of L3.

Unit 19 allows students to
create practical work which
prepares them for Units 2
and 3 in Y13. Unit 1 allows
for research into
practitioners they may
perform in the style of in
Unit 3

The L3 Btec allows for
progression onto university
courses, following acting or
technical pathways.


