
Music - Curriculum Map 2021-22

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

Over-
view

Students will be
introduced to the
concepts of
performance,
composition and
appraising of various
musical genres.
They will learn the basic
practical skills of
performing on
percussion, keyboard,
guitar and voice in order
to begin to apply their
theoretical knowledge in
a practical manner.

(* = denotes that
schemes are rotated
depending on
availability of equipment
/ resources. For example,
as some Y7 classes are
timetabled at the same
time, it is necessary for
some classes to study
Keyboard Skills in Term 1)

Students will continue to
develop their knowledge
and practical skills in
performance,
composition and
appraising.

They will further develop
their practical skills  on
percussion, keyboard,
guitar and voice.

(* = denotes that
schemes are rotated
depending on
availability of equipment
/ resources.)

Students will refine and
further develop their
knowledge and practical
skills in performance,
composition and
appraising. Where
appropriate, students
work practically on their
‘first’ instrument.

Students have opted to
study music in Year 9.

(* = denotes that
schemes are rotated
depending on
availability of equipment
/ resources.)

GCSE Music (Eduqas)
The course is based
around three main
components:

● Performing
(30%)

● Composing
(30%)

● Appraising
(40%)

Students have three
hours of lessons per
week. Typically, one
lesson per week will
focus on individual
instrumental skills or
composing.
Individual students will
have specific performing
/ composing focus
depending on their
needs / areas for
improvement.
Students will be
assessed on each
component throughout
the year. Each term will
have a performing or
composing practical
focus.

GCSE Music (Eduqas)
The course is based
around three main
components:

● Performing
(30%)

● Composing
(30%)

● Appraising
(40%)

Students have three
hours of lessons per
week. Typically, one
lesson per week will
focus on individual
instrumental skills or
composing.
Individual students will
have specific performing
/ composing focus
depending on their
needs / areas for
improvement.

Performances and
compositions can be
re-submitted at any time
before the external CA
deadline.

BTEC L3 Extended
Certificate in Music
Performance

Year 1

Unit 1 - Practical Music
Theory and Harmony

Unit 2 - Professional
Practice in the Music
Industry
Unit 2 externally
assessed June

BTEC L3 Extended
Certificate in Music
Performance

Year 2

Unit 5 - Music
Performance Session
Styles

Unit 3 - Ensemble Music
Performance
Unit 3 externally
assessed June

Half
Term 1

Rhythm and Pulse (*)
Ensemble Performance
AoS2: Music for
ensemble

The Blues
Solo Performance
AoS2: Music for
ensemble

Pop Covers
Solo / ensemble
Performance
Composition
AoS4: Popular music

AoS1: Forms & Devices
Benchmark Solo
performance

AoS1: Set work:
Badinerie (JS Bach)

Solo performance
submission

Unit 1: Practical Music
Theory and Harmony

Learners develop
knowledge and

Unit 5: Music
Performance Session
Styles
Learners explore the
styles of music



Students will learn basic
note values and develop
an understanding of
time signatures.
Performance of simple
rhythms building up to
whole-class Samba-style
ensemble

Students will learn the
history of the blues and
the structure of the
music.  They will
understand the 12 bar
blues sequence with
chords, a walking bass
line and, for the more
able students,
improvisation using the
blues scale.

History of popular music
1950s-present day.
Students develop their
own cover version of a
pop song. They choose
either keyboard / guitar /
voice.

Forms and devices are of
fundamental
importance in musical
composition, and many
of the common musical
forms and devices used
by composers today
have their origin in the
Western Classical
Tradition. The music of
the Baroque, Classical
and Romantic eras
provides the context for
a study of binary, ternary,
minuet and trio rondo,
variation and strophic
forms. Learners are
encouraged to engage
with a variety of music
from the prescribed
eras, through a range of
performing, composing
and appraising activities.
They are also
encouraged to make
links between music
they listen to, pieces
they perform and their
own compositions, as
well as music by
composers from the
twentieth and
twenty-first centuries
who use these forms
and devices.

GCSE Music Recital
evening

understanding of music
theory and harmony,
and apply their
understanding in
practical scenarios.

encountered in the role
of a modern session
musician.

Half
Term 2

Keyboard Skills (*)
Solo Performance

Students will learn the
notes of the treble clef
and their placement on
a piano keyboard.
They will play melodies

Chord Composition 2
Composition
AoS4: Popular music

Students will compose
and perform a
structured composition
in a pop music style.

Developing a  Melodic
Phrase
Solo Performance
Composition
AoS1: Forms & devices

Students study the
classical form of theme

AoS1: Forms & Devices
(cont.)

Theme and Variation
composition

AoS 1, 2 & 4 Revision

AoS3: Film Music

Film music composition

The film industry is of
considerable

Unit 1: Practical Music
Theory and Harmony

Learners develop
knowledge and
understanding of music
theory and harmony,
and apply their

Unit 5: Music
Performance Session
Styles

Learners explore the
styles of music
encountered in the role
of a modern session



appropriate to their
ability, which will also
develop their rhythmic
skills.

Students have the
choice of composing for
either keyboard or
guitar.

and variation by looking
at Mozart’s 12 Variations
in C (‘Twinkle Twinkle’).
They learn the basic
theme and then develop
their own variations for
solo piano.

commercial and cultural
interest in both the UK
and abroad. There are
many areas of specialism
for musicians within this
industry such as
composer, orchestrator,
arranger, performer,
music editor, producer
and more. A film
composer scores music
to accompany a motion
picture for film or
television. This includes
dramatic underscore
and thematic music as
well as popular
songwriting. Through
this area of study
learners are encouraged
to consider how music
for film is created,
developed and
performed, and the
impact this has on the
audience. Learners will
have the opportunity to
compose and perform
film music and are
encouraged to use
musical technology to
create mood and
atmosphere through
engaging with the story
of the film.

Formal mock:
Appraising exam

understanding in
practical scenarios.

musician.

Half
Term 3

Guitars (*)
Solo Performance
AoS4: Popular music

Students will learn about

Introduction to
Western Classical
Music
Solo Performance
AoS1: Forms and

Film Music 2
Composition
AoS3: Film music

Students study and

AoS2: Music for
ensemble

String quartet
compositions

AoS4: Popular Music

Popular music is a
wide-ranging and
diverse art form

Unit 2: Professional
Practice in the Music
Industry

Learners explore what it

Unit 5: Music
Performance Session
Styles

Learners explore the



the parts of a guitar.
They will progress
through technical
exercises and learn how
to play some basic riffs
and simple chords.

devices

Students will learn basic
features of Baroque /
Classical / Romantic eras
as well as building on
notation and rhythm
schemes from Y7.
Practical assessment will
be a keyboard
performance of a piece
of WCM.

appraise well-known
pieces of film music in
great detail and use the
features studied as a
basis for their own
composition. Practical
assessment will be a
Film music composition.

(musescore)

Music for ensemble
forms the basis for a
study of texture and
sonority. Through a
study of diverse musical
styles composed for
ensemble, such as jazz
and blues, musical
theatre and chamber
music, learners will
consider how music is
composed for small
groups of instruments
and voices. Learners will
also consider how
texture is manipulated
and they are
encouraged to use small
instrumental/vocal
groupings in their own
music. Learners are
required to perform as
part of an ensemble, and
through this to actively
engage with ensemble
music, understanding
the relationship
between performers on
the stage and the
audience.

encompassing several
distinct genres. The
popular music industry
offers a wide range of
opportunities for both
composers and
performers, including
singer, song-writer,
music producer,
arranger and more.
Through this area of
study learners are
encouraged to explore
the musical idioms
associated with a variety
of popular music, and
they will have the
opportunity to perform
popular music as well as
compose music
associated with a
popular music genre.
Learners are also
encouraged to use
music technology,
understanding the
impact this has on the
way music is developed
and performed in
popular music.

Set work: Africa (Toto)

Free Composition

Solo / ensemble
performance

is that makes someone a
professional in the music
industry and how to put
forward a bid for work

styles of music
encountered in the role
of a modern session
musician.

Half
Term 4

Chord Composition 1 (*)
Composition
AoS1: Forms and
devices

Students will compose

Film Music
Solo Performance
AoS3: Film music

Students study and
appraise well-known

Solo Performance (*)
Solo Performance

Students develop their
solo performance skills
on their chosen

AoS2: Music for
ensemble (cont.)

Musicals / Blues/Jazz
composition

AoS4: Popular Music
(cont.)

Solo / ensemble
performance

Unit 3: Ensemble Music
Performance (mock
prep unit)

Learners work as part of
a musical ensemble and

Unit 3: Ensemble Music
Performance (May/Jun
series)

Learners work as part of
a musical ensemble and



and perform chord
sequences that utilise
contrast and repetition.

pieces of film music.
Practical assessment will
be a keyboard
performance of a piece
of Film music performed
on student’s main
instrument

instrument / voice.
Performance pieces are
categorised as less
difficult / standard /
more difficult. Students
must perform from
notation / score and are
assessed on accuracy of
pitch and rhythm

Brief composition /
Free composition -

CA final submissions

develop their skills and
techniques in rehearsal
and performance.

develop their skills and
techniques in rehearsal
and performance.

Half
Term 5

Songwriting
Composition
AoS1: Forms and
devices

Students compose bass
line / chord sequence /
melody / lyrics based
around primary chords
and perform on a
keyboard / guitar

Musicals (*)
AoS2: Music for
ensemble

Students will study the
features of musicals,
looking in detail at
musical set works. This
will also enable them to
develop the DR T
SMITH-style of musical
analysis

Composing to a brief
Composition
AoS1: Forms and
devices
AoS2: Music for
ensemble
AoS3: Film music
AoS4: Popular music

Students respond to one
of a choice of composing
briefs (as they will in
GCSE). They will study a
well-known piece in
their chosen style and
emulate it in their own
composition. Composing
briefs will relate to
previous areas of study
covered in KS3 (that
relate to KS4)

AoS2: Music for
ensemble (cont.)

Benchmark ensemble
performance

AoS1-4 revision Unit 2: Professional
Practice in the Music
Industry (May/Jun
series)

Learners explore what it
is that makes someone a
professional in the music
industry and how to put
forward a bid for work

Unit 3: Ensemble Music
Performance (May/Jun
series)

Learners work as part of
a musical ensemble and
develop their skills and
techniques in rehearsal
and performance.

Half
Term 6

Keyboard Skills 2
Solo Performance

Students will strengthen
their understanding of
the notes of the treble
clef and bass clef and
their placement on a
piano keyboard.
They will play more
advanced melodies with
accompaniment which

World Music (*)
Composition
Ensemble Performance
AoS2: Music for
ensemble

Building on the Y7
scheme, students
develop their
performance skills as a
whole class Brazilian

World Music 2 (*)
Composition
Ensemble Performance
AoS2: Music for
ensemble

Building on the Y8
scheme, students
develop their
performance skills as a
whole class Brazilian

AoS1-2 revision

Solo performance
Composition (specific
focus for individual
students)

Formal mock:
Appraising exam

Heanorfest

AoS1-4 revision

Final external
Appraising exam

Heanorfest

Unit 2: Professional
Practice in the Music
Industry (May/Jun
series)

Learners explore what it
is that makes someone a
professional in the music
industry and how to put
forward a bid for work

Heanorfest

Unit 3: Ensemble Music
Performance (May/Jun
series)

Learners work as part of
a musical ensemble and
develop their skills and
techniques in rehearsal
and performance.

Heanorfest



will also continue to
develop their rhythmic
skills.

Heanorfest

Samba / African djembe
ensemble (depending
on instrument
availability). Students will
study the culture and
background to these
styles as well as learn
and perform pieces of
music.

Heanorfest

Samba / African djembe
ensemble (depending
on instrument
availability). Students will
reinforce their
understanding of the
culture and background
to these styles as well as
learn and perform more
advanced pieces of
music.
Heanorfest

SMSC Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

Students explore
modern and historical
styles of music from a
variety of cultures and
develop their own
interests in music
through a variety of
performing, composing
and appraising tasks.
Students have the
opportunity to perform
in class and to the wider
school at various times
throughout the year.
There are opportunities
to experience musical
events outside of the
classroom.

CIAG This curriculum prepares
students for careers in
music performance and
composing. The nature
of rehearsing and
developing over a
prolonged period of
time can be transferred
to any occupation that
requires resilience and
determination to meet a
required goal.

This curriculum prepares
students for careers in
music performance and
composing. The nature
of rehearsing and
developing over a
prolonged period of
time can be transferred
to any occupation that
requires resilience and
determination to meet a
required goal.

This curriculum prepares
students for careers in
music performance and
composing. The nature
of rehearsing and
developing over a
prolonged period of
time can be transferred
to any occupation that
requires resilience and
determination to meet a
required goal.

This GCSE prepares
students for careers in
music performance and
composing. The nature
of rehearsing and
developing over a
prolonged period of
time can be transferred
to any occupation that
requires resilience and
determination to meet a
required goal.

This GCSE prepares
students for careers in
music performance and
composing. The nature
of rehearsing and
developing over a
prolonged period of
time can be transferred
to any occupation that
requires resilience and
determination to meet a
required goal.

This course has a very
practical focus and
prepares learners for a
career in the music
industry. It is also
beneficial for any
self-employed career.

This course has a very
practical focus and
prepares learners for a
career in the music
industry. It is also
beneficial for any
self-employed career



Future
learning

Throughout KS3
students are building
upon their
understanding of the
elements of music
(dynamics, rhythm,
texture, structure,
melody,
instrumentation,
tonality, harmony). They
will use this knowledge
to improve their skills in
performing, composing
and appraising.

Throughout KS3
students are building
upon their
understanding of the
elements of music
(dynamics, rhythm,
texture, structure,
melody,
instrumentation,
tonality, harmony). They
will use this knowledge
to improve their skills in
performing, composing
and appraising.

Throughout KS3
students are building
upon their
understanding of the
elements of music
(dynamics, rhythm,
texture, structure,
melody,
instrumentation,
tonality, harmony). They
will use this knowledge
to improve their skills in
performing, composing
and appraising.

This specification builds
on subject content
which is typically taught
at key stage 3 and
provides a suitable
foundation for the study
of music at either BTEC
L3or A level. In addition,
the specification
provides a coherent,
satisfying and
worthwhile course of
study for learners who
do not progress to
further study in this
subject.

This specification builds
on subject content
which is typically taught
at key stage 3 and
provides a suitable
foundation for the study
of music at either BTEC
L3 or A level. In addition,
the specification
provides a coherent,
satisfying and
worthwhile course of
study for learners who
do not progress to
further study in this
subject.

This course enables
progression on to
degree level music
courses

This course enables
progression on to
degree level music
courses


