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Over-
view

Students will develop
an understanding of
the role they play in
our world and the
way in which local
actions have global
effects. Ultimately
students will
understand their role
as a global citizen by
learning about our
world and how it
interacts with
physical processes
and human activity
building upon skills
learnt at KS2 such as
different climate
zones and biomes,
volcanoes,
earthquakes and
human activities such
as type of
settlements, the jobs
we do and natural
resources.

Students will develop
an understanding of a
range of natural
environments from
tropical rainforests to
hot deserts.  They will
study natural
processes in each
location and consider
the positive and
negative impact of
human activity.
Students will also
begin to study human
interactions with our
physical environment
in more detail and
consider how
sustainable human
activity is and how this
may change in the
future.

This year students
investigate the world’s
physical environment.
They focus on the
natural processes which
shape our planet and
how these impact and
can be managed by
humans. Students focus
on contrasting
ecosystems and physical
landscapes in the UK.
Students study a range
of locations from local to
global, at a variety of
scales and places at
different levels of
development.
Students consider the
impact of tectonic and
climatic hazards on the
physical and human
environment and
investigate ways that
the risk can be reduced.

Student’s draw on their
previous study of
physical systems and
landscapes to help
them develop their
understanding of glacial
processes and
landforms and how
humans can use these
environments.
The majority of this
year’s study is
concerned with human
processes, systems and
outcomes and how
these change both
spatially and temporally.
They are studied in a
variety of places and at
a range of scales and
must include places in
various states of
development, such as
higher income
countries (HICs), lower
income countries (LICs)
and newly emerging
economies (NEEs).

Student’s study resource
supply, consumption and
management globally and
in the UK, they then focus
specifically on energy.
Students apply their
fieldwork skills to complete
their human fieldwork
investigation locally as well
as applying their skills to
other unseen fieldwork
situations from across their
studies.
In March the exam board
provided a pre-release
information booklet about
a real world geographical
situation which students
will be examined on in
paper 3.  Students will
consolidate their
knowledge of the units
linked to the issue and
practice their decision
making skills in relation to
the issue.

Geography at A Level
offers an issues-based
approach to studying
geography, enabling
students to explore and
evaluate contemporary
geographical questions
and issues such as the
consequences of
globalisation, responses to
hazards, water insecurity
and climate change.This
provides GCSE students
with an  ideal stepping
stone to the next level as
they build upon their
understanding of key
geographical theme whilst
looking at increasingly
contemporary and
complex themes linking
geography to many other
areas of the curriculum.
It  gives students the
opportunity to develop an
in-depth understanding of
physical and human
geography, the complexity
of people and environment
questions and issues, and
to become critical,
reflective and independent
learners.
Both paper 1 and paper 2
content are taught in year
12 by four specialist

At year 13, students
continue to build upon
their geographical
understanding by
completing the remaining
elements of the course.
They will use their synoptic
understanding in order to
make more detailed links
between the units that
they have studied so far in
order to further prepare
them for paper 3.
Both paper 1 and paper 2
content are taught in year
13 by three specialist
teachers. These include
carbon for paper 1, health,
human rights and
intervention and
superpowers for paper 2.
Students at year 13 will also
complete their own
enquiry in the non
examined assessment
(NEA). Students work
independently to
investigate a theme of
their own choice, plan and
carry out research, analyse
and evaluate the data and
their findings.
The NEA will prepare
students for similar
research projects that they
will complete at university



teachers. These include
tectonics, coasts and water
for paper 1 and
globalisation and
regenerating places for
paper 2. The synoptic
themes for paper 3 are
taught throughout the
content.

in any subject that they
decide to study.

Half
Term 1

Where in the world?
We will build on your
knowledge of how we
describe locations
using the four and
eight point compass.
We will explore the
geographical
similarities and
differences in the UK,
whilst understanding
the differences
between physical,
human and
environmental
geography.

What is weather and
climate?

We will consolidate
your understanding
of the water cycle and
build your knowledge
of how different
weather systems
form.  We will
enhance your
understanding of
how we can measure
and record data
surrounding the
weather.

How unique are
tropical rainforests?

You will be exploring
the tropical rainforest
biome and
investigating how
climate and
components of the
ecosystem interact to
create a unique
biome.

Tectonic hazards
Natural hazards pose
major risks to people
and property.
Earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions are
the result of physical
processes.
The effects of, and
responses to, a tectonic
hazard vary between
areas of contrasting
levels of wealth.
Management can
reduce the effects of a
tectonic hazard.

Glacial Landscapes in
the UK

Ice was a powerful force
in shaping the
landscape of the UK
Distinctive glacial
landforms result from
different physical
processes.
Glaciated upland areas
provide opportunities
for economic activity,
and management
strategies can be used
to reduce conflict

Resource management
Food, water and energy are
fundamental to human
development.
The changing demand
and provision of resources
in the UK create
opportunities and
challenges
Demand for energy
resources is rising globally
but supply can be
insecure, which may lead
to conflict.
Different strategies can be
used to increase energy
supply.

Energy
Demand for energy
resources is rising globally
but supply can be
insecure, which may lead
to conflict.
Different strategies can be
used to increase energy
supplies

Tectonics
EQ1: Why are some
locations more at risk from
tectonic hazards?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ11:  What are the
processes operating within
the hydrological cycle?

Globalisation
EQ1: What are the causes
of globalisation and why
has it accelerated in recent
decades?

Regenerating places
EQ4 - How successful is
regeneration

Health, human rights and
intervention
EQ1: What is human
development and why do
levels vary from place to
place?

Superpowers
EQ1: What are superpowers
and how have they
changed over time?

NEA
Students complete data
collection.  They then
present their data and
begin analysing the data
they have collected.



Half
Term 2

What is the future of
our climate?

You will build on  your
knowledge of human
and physical
geography to see
how both the
environment and
people are impacted
by the challenges of
climate change.

How and why do
people live in hot

environments?
You will be exploring
the hot desert biome
and investigating how
climate and
components of the
ecosystem interact to
create a unique biome
as well as the
opportunities and
challenges that face
the people that live
here.

Climatic hazards
Global atmospheric
circulation helps to
determine patterns of
weather and climate.
Tropical storms
(hurricanes, cyclones,
typhoons) develop as a
result of particular
physical conditions.
Tropical storms have
significant effects on
people and the
environment.
The UK is affected by a
number of weather
hazards.

Climate Change
Climate change is the
result of natural and
human factors, and has
a range of effects.
Managing climate
change involves both
mitigation (reducing
causes) and adaptation
(responding to change).

Changing Economic
World - Measuring
Development and

Reducing the
Development Gap

There are global
variations in economic
development and
quality of life.
Various strategies exist
for reducing the global
development gap.
Some LICs and NEEs are
experiencing rapid
economic development
which leads to
significant social,
environmental and
cultural change.

Human fieldwork and
consolidation

Students apply their
understanding of the
urban environments to the
local area and conduct
fieldwork in Heanor.
Selecting, measuring and
recording data appropriate
to the enquiry.
Selecting appropriate ways
of processing and
presenting fieldwork data.
Describing, analysing and
explaining fieldwork data.
Reaching conclusions.
Evaluation of geographical
enquiry.

Consolidation for mock
exams

Tectonics
EQ2: Why do some
tectonic hazards develop
into disasters?
Enquiry question 3: How
successful is the
management of tectonic
hazards and disasters?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ1:  What are the
processes operating within
the hydrological cycle?

Globalisation
EQ1: What are the causes
of globalisation and why
has it accelerated in recent
decades?

EQ2: What are the impacts
of globalisation for
countries, different groups
of people and cultures and
the physical environment?

Regenerating places
EQ1 - How and why do
places vary?

Health, human rights and
intervention
EQ2: Why do human rights
vary from place to place?

Superpowers
EQ1: What are superpowers
and how have they
changed over time?

NEA
Students conduct data
analysis and begin to reach
conclusions.

The carbon cycle and
energy security
EQ1:
How does the carbon cycle
operate to maintain
planetary health?

Half
Term 3

What are the threats
to islands around

the world?
We will explore issues
such as  climate
change, rising sea
levels, biodiversity
and plastic pollution.
We will explore places
such as the Maldives,
the Galapagos islands
and the islands of the

How is the world’s
population
increasing?

You will be
investigating how the
world’s population has
grown over time and
the opportunities and
challenges that
different parts of the
world face due to
population growth

Living world -
Ecosystems

Ecosystems exist at a
range of scales and
involve the interaction
between biotic and
abiotic components.

Living world - Tropical
Rainforests

Tropical rainforest
ecosystems have a

Changing Economic
World - UK

Major changes in the
economy of the UK have
affected, and will
continue to affect,
employment patterns
and regional growth.

Consolidation of previous
units

Students will draw
together their learning
from all units to develop
their understanding of
connected human and
physical geography.
Students will consolidate
content and geographical
skills to improve their
understanding of the

Coasts
EQ1: Why are coastal
landscapes different and
what processes cause
these differences?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ2:  What factors
influence the hydrological
system over short-term
and long-term timescales?

Health, human rights and
intervention
EQ3: How are human
rights used as arguments
for political and military
intervention?

Superpowers
EQ2:
What are the impacts of
superpowers on the global
economy, political systems



Philippines. range of distinctive
characteristics.
Deforestation has
economic and
environmental impacts.
Tropical rainforests need
to be managed to be
sustainable.

geography curriculum and
deepen their geographical
skills.

Globalisation
EQ2: What are the impacts
of globalisation for
countries, different groups
of people and cultures and
the physical environment?

Regenerating Places
EQ1 - How and why do
places vary?
EQ2 - Why might
regeneration be needed?

and the physical
environment?

NEA
Students reach informed
conclusions and evaluate
their independent
investigation.

The carbon cycle and
energy security
EQ2:  What are the
consequences for people
and the environment of
our increasing demand for
energy?

Half
Term 4

How is the world
becoming more

dangerous?
In this topic we will
explore how our
world is becoming
more dangerous and
what factors drive
conflict, investigating
water conflict, crime,
resources and the
global drug trade.

What threats does
the planet face?

You will be
investigating some of
the biggest threats to
our planet such as
tropical storms,
famine and disease
and how these might
become more of a
threat in the future
due to climate
change.

Living world - Cold
Environments

Cold environments
(polar and tundra) have
a range of distinctive
characteristics.
Development of cold
environments creates
opportunities and
challenges.
Cold environments are
at risk from economic
development.

Global Urban
Population  and Urban

Change in the UK
Nottingham,

A growing percentage
of the world’s
population lives in
urban areas.
Urban change in cities
in the UK leads to a
variety of social,
economic and
environmental
opportunities and
challenges.

Geographical applications
and consolidation

Pre-release material issued
from the exam board in
March
Consolidation of units
relating to the
geographical issue in the
pre-release material
Decision making skills and
practice relating to the
geographical issue in the
pre-release material.
Students will consolidate
content and geographical
skills to improve their
understanding of the
geography curriculum and
deepen their geographical
skills.

Coasts
EQ2: How do characteristic
coastal landforms
contribute to coastal
landscapes?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ2:  What factors
influence the hydrological
system over short-term
and long-term timescales?

Globalisation:
EQ2:
What are the impacts of
globalisation for countries,
different groups of people
and cultures and the
physical environment?

Regenerating Places
EQ2 - Why might
regeneration be needed?

Health, human rights and
intervention
EQ4: What are the
outcomes of geopolitical
interventions in terms of
human development and
human rights?

Superpowers
EQ3:
What spheres of influence
are contested by
superpowers and what are
the implications of this?

The carbon cycle and
energy security
EQ3:  How are the carbon
and water cycles linked to
the global climate system?



Half
Term 5

Why are some
places considered to

be forbidden?
We will use our
knowledge of human
and physical
geography to
understand how
some places can
become forbidden.  In
this topic we will
explore places such
as North Korea,
Pripyat, Sellafield,
Everest and the
Mariana Trench.

Are humans
sustainable?

You will investigate
different human
activities and the
extent to which these
are sustainable such
as the workings of the
global fashion
industry as well as our
demands for food and
the ways in which we
dispose of our waste.

Coastal Landscapes in
the UK

The coast is shaped by a
number of physical
processes
Distinctive coastal
landforms are the result
of rock type, structure
and physical processes.
Different management
strategies can be used
to protect coastlines
from the effects of
physical processes.

Urban Growth in -
Mumbai, India and
Sustainable Urban

Living
Urban growth creates
opportunities and
challenges for cities in
LICs and NEEs.
Urban sustainability
requires management
of resources and
transport.

Consolidation and exam
preparation

Students will draw
together their learning
from all units to develop
their understanding of
connected human and
physical geography.
Students will consolidate
content and geographical
skills to improve their
understanding of the
geography curriculum and
deepen their geographical
skills.
Students will particularly
focus on exam skills.

Coasts
EQ3: How do coastal
erosion and sea level
change alter the physical
characteristics of coastlines
and increase risks?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ3:  How does water
insecurity occur and why is
it becoming such a global
issue in the 21st century?

Globalisation:
EQ3:
What are the
consequences of
globalisation for global
development and the
physical environment and
how should different
players respond to its
challenges?

Regenerating Places
EQ3 - How is regeneration
managed?

Superpowers
EQ3:
What spheres of influence
are contested by
superpowers and what are
the implications of this?

The carbon cycle and
energy security
EQ3:  How are the carbon
and water cycles linked to
the global climate system?

Consolidation and exam
preparation

Half
Term 6

How can we find our
way around?

We will explore how
we can use maps to
identify locations
using grid references
and measure
distance.  We will
undertake fieldwork
around school to
identify how data can
be used to represent
and investigate
different places.

How does ice change
the world?

We will investigate
how ice covers the
world and how ice
moves through valleys
creating distinctive
landscapes such as
corries and pyramidal
peaks. We will explore
how humans use
these landscapes and
create opportunities
and challenges.

Consolidation of living
with the physical

environment and local
fieldwork

Utilise a range of
fieldwork data
collection, presentation
analysis, conclusion and
evaluation techniques
within the local
environment
Apply fieldwork skills to
the physical
environments studied

Physical fieldwork
enquiry

Students apply their
knowledge of coastal
environments to
conduct fieldwork in a
coastal location.
Selecting, measuring
and recording data
appropriate to the
enquiry.
Selecting appropriate
ways of processing and
presenting fieldwork

External Exams Coasts
EQ4: How can coastlines
be managed to meet the
needs of all players?

The water cycle and
water insecurity
EQ3:  How does water
insecurity occur and why is
it becoming such a global
issue in the 21st century?

Superpowers
EQ1: What are superpowers

External exams



Consolidate knowledge
and understanding of
the physical
environments students

data.
Describing, analysing
and explaining
fieldwork data.
Reaching conclusions.
Evaluation of
geographical enquiry.
Consolidation for mock
exams

and how have they
changed over time?

Regenerating Places
EQ3 - How is regeneration
managed?
Consolidation

NEA - Students research
appropriate titles and
locations and plan a
structured route to
enquiry.

SMSC
Students begin to
develop their roles as
global citizens and
appreciate the
social and cultural
aspects of other
countries.  They also
consider
our role as a global
citizens in relation to
climate change

Students develop an
understanding of
moral issues including
globalisation issues
and climate change
and our role in waste
disposal.  They also
investigate
cultural issues in hot
deserts and cold
environments.

Students consider how
we can act  ethically and
responsibly with regards
to climate change
explore
moral issues regarding
the giving of aid to other
countries following
natural disasters

Students develop an
awareness of different
cultures around the
world in countries at
different stages of
development.  They also
investigate
social issues linked to
population and
development and
moral issues linked to
the management of
natural resources

Students focus on decision
making exercises and the
way in which it impacts on
different groups of people.
The also consider the
uneven distribution of
resource consumption and
the impacts on quality of
life and the environment

Management of coastlines
and key players involved in
the decision making
aid and moral issues
related to the giving of aid
and poor governance
following tectonic actions.

Human rights is directly
studies  a range of social,
moral and ethical issues
and decisions related to
this.

CIAG The skills and content
students cover in Year
7 are transferable to
many career paths
including
cartography,
meteorology,
environmental
science and politics.

The interlinking
physical and human
geography covered in
Year 8 will be useful
for careers in
environmental
science and
conservation
particularly in fragile
environments.  The
study of glaciation
may lead into more
specific career
pathways in

The study of physical
environments and the
interaction with human
environments leads into
many career pathways
for example aid dowk,
disaster management,
meteorology  The
detailed study of coastal
environments in the UK
provides links to career
pathways in coastal
management and
planning, tourism and

The study of
development links to
many career paths
linked to NGOs and
foreign aid.  The study of
the UK economy could
lead to careers in
politics, economics and
local authorities.  The
study of contrasting
urban areas provides
links to urban planning
and management,
commerce and industry.

The challenge of resource
management leads into
various career pathways
e.g. supply chain
management, agriculture
and water and energy
infrastructure and
management.  The
geographical skills
acquired are transferable
to many careers e.g.
project management and
public services.

The skills and knowledge
that is developed
throughout this year is
transferable to many
career pathways, but the
specific units taught can
lead to careers in civil
engineering, urban
planning and project
management,
environmental consultant
and
corporate social
responsibilities consultant.

The skills and knowledge
that is developed
throughout this year is
transferable to many
career pathways, but the
specific units taught can
lead to careers aid and
NGOs, economics and
trade and well as energy
management and supply
chains.



glaciology. infrastructure
planning/civil
engineering..

Future
learning

The map skills learnt
in Y7 are building
blocks for the
continued use of
maps in all areas of
their future
geography
curriculum.  Students'
understanding of
weather and climate
will link to their future
studies of global
atmospheric
circulation, weather
and the distribution
of ecosystems across
all key stages. The
causes, impacts and
management of
climate change is
interleaved through
much of the
geography
curriculum so their
understanding of
climate change from
Y7 will be the
foundation for this
study.  Students'
understanding of
how places are at
threat due to human
and physical factors is
also a recurring
theme which
students will build on.

Students'
understanding of
physical environments
will be built on
throughout the
geography
curriculum.  In later
learning students will
deepen their
understanding of the
environments studied
or contrast their
knowledge with new
types of physical
environment.  The
way the world’s
population is
changing and
human’s interaction
with the planet
underpins all units
studied throughout
the curriculum and
will act as a building
block for students'
understanding of this.

The understanding of
the physical
environment and its
impact on humans will
help students
understand the
challenges in the
human environment
studied in the following
years e.g. some areas are
less developed than
others due to the
physical constraints of
their environment.  The
physical environments
studied are also covered
in KS5 geography so this
provides students with a
solid foundation to
deepen their knowledge
and understanding.

The students' deepened
understanding of
development underpins
all future learning in
human geography and
the study of urban areas
is developed in KS5
where students look
more specifically at the
need for and impacts of
urban regeneration.

The students' geographical
knowledge and skills is
well linked to the A Level
specification and students'
understanding of all
physical and human
geography will be built
upon at A Level.  The skills
students have learnt are
transferable, particularly
the fieldwork skills and
these will be developed
when students carry out
fieldwork particularly for
their NEA

The units studied will link
to a range of further
education courses in
geography, science,
environmental science,
urban planning, sociology,
politics and beyond.

The units studied will link
to a range of further
education courses in
geography, science,
environmental science,
urban planning, sociology,
politics and beyond.


