
20 October 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

As we reach the end of a really busy first half term, I wanted to start my communication by expressing sincere thanks for all of your
support. It has been an extremely busy 8 weeks since we returned in September and we have so much to celebrate.

Our extensive building work is almost complete in the main teaching block and when we return after the half term break we will
have fully functional heating and air conditioning systems in each of the classrooms, meaning that the climate for learning this
winter will be much more positive for both students and staff.

We have seen our biggest ever intake of Year 7 students settle in really well and take to life as part of #TeamHeanor. In fact, they’ve
settled so well that they are currently topping the Spencer Academies Trust league table for the amount of hours notched up on our
new online maths homework platform, 'Sparx Maths'.

In the classroom, all year groups have been working really hard and we have been doing lots of work on literacy and around
knowledge retrieval. Our first ‘Ready to Read’ week took place this week and saw us dedicate 200 minutes to all staff and students
reading for pleasure. As Mr Stanley alluded to in his earlier correspondence, the reading ability and vocabulary development of our
students was the thing most hindered by the pandemic and we are exploring all avenues to ensure that we work strategically to
address this across all year groups. Year 11 academic intervention has also started in the run up to the November mock examinations
and attendance at after school sessions has topped 96%.

Our annual Sports Awards Evening has made a return for the first time in three years since before the pandemic. It was great to
celebrate the achievements of so many talented students and hear about their latest successes. The big prize, known as our very
own ‘Sports Personality of the Year’ went to Olivia Edwards in Year 13, who has been selected to play for the ladies’ first team at
Nottingham Forest FC.

Our extra curricular offer has increased yet again and we currently now have in excess of 20 after-school clubs running. Since the
beginning of term a massive total of 858 hours of extra-curricular clubs have been attended by over 350 students. It has been a real
pleasure seeing students engage with such a variety of activities and broaden their horizons. As a reminder for anyone who is yet to
explore our after school clubs, here is the link to this terms activities:

Afterschool Clubs 2022-23

As part of our ongoing work in developing students’ awareness of social issues we were proud to support the charity Framework’s
‘Big Sleep Out’ campaign. Miss Hulland and her team of staff and students slept overnight in the school hall on Friday 14 October
2022, with none of their usual luxuries in order to highlight the issue of homelessness and poverty to our students. They raised a
fantastic £637.70 in support of the cause.

We have also hosted open evenings for prospective Year 7 and Year 12 students and attendance at both events was phenomenal.
The latest indication is that applications from current Year 6 students are greater than at the same point last year, which reflects the
positive reputation we now have in the local and wider communities. We are also really excited to be hosting our internal Year 11
taster day tomorrow where all of our own Year 11 students will come in as part of our inset day to trial Post-16 courses.

Looking ahead to the next half term

When we return on 31 October 2022, we will be launching our student driven set of #TeamHeanor Values. These have been months
in the making and outline a set of core values that our students themselves feel underpin what makes a successful member of our
student community. More information will follow in due course.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c910E9ZR3KbTtT0mwnx-9UnIUl0C4qVBb38vbtvZT2k/edit?usp=sharing


When we return we will now insist that if mobile phones are brought into school that they are stored either in bags or in the inside
blazer pocket. For a number of years the use of mobile phones has been prohibited during the school day, yet this half term we have
seen a rise in the amount of phones we have had to confiscate from students. Hopefully having them out of sight completely will
reduce the temptation for students to try and access them. Could I also ask that, as parents, you support our stance on phones and
avoid contacting your child during the school day through that medium. If you need to get in touch with your child for any reason
you can do so through school reception or your child's Achievement Team.

To help you plan effectively, here is an  advanced notice of some key dates:

● Thursday 10 November - Year 11 screening of Romeo & Juliet (students only)
● Thursday 24 November - Immersion Day 1
● Friday 25 November - INSET day
● Friday 9 December - deadline for Sixth Form applications
● Thursday 15 December - Year 11 parents’ evening
● Monday 19 December - academic awards &  celebration event (former Year 11 & 13 students, invite only)
● Tuesday 20 December - Christmas jumper & Christmas dinner day

As always, if you have any questions please feel free to contact your child's Achievement Leader or Assistant Achievement Leader.

Have a great half term holiday and thank you once again for all of your support.

Yours sincerely

Mr M Jones
Acting Principal


